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Lesson Title:  Alligator and Crocodile 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Grade Level: 2nd Grade	Class Time:	30 – 60 minutes	
Subject Integration: Science
Brief Overview:	For this lesson, students will gain an understanding about the differences and similarities between crocodiles and alligators. Students will watch a brief video that explain the ways in which you can tell the difference between the two types of reptiles. After a brief discussion, students will then complete a handout to evaluate their understanding, which can be done individually or in teams. The lesson ends when the educator goes over the answers to the handout and invites students to share what they’ve learned.	 
Learning Outcomes: Following this lesson, students will be able to explain the differences between alligators and crocodiles.
[bookmark: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.2.8]Common Core Standard: 
· W.2.8 – Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.
Next Generation Science Standard: 
· LS4.D: Biodiversity and Humans – There are many different kinds of living things in any area, and they exist in different places on land and in water. (2-LS4-1)
AASL: 
· 1.1.6 Read, view, and listen for information presented in any format (e.g., textual, visual, media, digital) in order to make inferences and gather meaning.
IFC Skill:
· Grade 2 Standard 1 – Uses simple note-taking strategies as demonstrated by librarian/teacher (e.g., copying words or phrases).
	
	Learning/Teaching Activities CT=Classroom Teacher L=Librarian
	Resources

	Accommodations/Modifications for All Learners



	· All Text will be read aloud.
· All visuals will be described aloud. 
· CC will be enabled on the video so students hearing difficulties can follow along
· Students who struggle with reading and/or writing will be paired with students who have strong reading and writing skills.
	

	Direct Instruction
	
CT or L will play a video that explains the differences between Alligators and Crocodiles, making sure that every student can see and hear the video clearly. 
· Alternatively, the CT or L can read explain the differences verbally if playing the video would be a problem for either the educator or the students. In this case, the link at the bottom lists out the differences can be a useful resource. 

Students will watch the short video and are encouraged to take notes
	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yXvj4mvOigs – This youtube video was created with young learners in mind and is what the CT or L will play for students as a part of Direct Instruction. The video makes understanding the differences between alligators and crocodiles easier and also fun to learn.



	Guided Practice
	
Following the video, CT or L will ask students to explain what they saw. 

CT or L will have students raise their hands to offer up some of the differences between the two reptiles

CT or L will write those answers on a chalk board/white board/pad so the class can see.

	For more information about crocodiles and alligators, Crocodiles and Alligators by Seymour Simon is a great factual resource. It also include many great pictures for students interested in learning more. 

	Independent Practice
	
Students will complete the handout provided where they will be asked to identify if the reptile listed is an alligator or a crocodile. Some of the questions apply to both alligators, so they will write ‘both’ and some clues do not apply to either, in which case the students will write ‘neither’. 

Students can work in teams to complete the sheet. CT or L will walk around to monitor the progress and answer questions students may have. 

	Handout entitled “Alligator or Crocodile?”



	Closing/
Sharing/
Reflection
	
As a class, the students will go over the answers to the handout with either the CT or the L. 

Students who do not have the same answer will be asked to explain why they think their answer is correct. 

Students will hand in their worksheets for evaluation. 

Students will be invited to share what they’ve learned and reflect on the lesson.

	

	Assessment(s)   
	
CT or L will be able to assess if students have learned the difference between crocodiles and alligators based on their answers to the handout. 



Resources/Activities for Extending the Learning: 
· http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/animals/crocodilealligatordifferences.html this webpage offers a lot of the same information that is presented in the video and the intended audience is also for kids.
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